
Guided Reading 

Fingerprints pages 534 – 543  
 

Answer the following questions in your notebooks. 

 

1. Who is Alphonse Bertillon and what did he do?  

2. What is portrait parle? 

3. How many measurements were supposed to be taken for anthropometry? 

4. When did the police begin using fingerprints as a means of identification? 

5. Who used fingerprints to sign legal documents three thousand years ago? 

6. What is the name of the Scottish physician who first proposed the potential 

for using fingerprints for personal identification? 

7. This English scientist provided a great deal of research on fingerprints and 

published at textbook called fingerprints? 

8. What are the names of the three pattern types proposed by Galton? 

9. The most important thing about the textbook fingerprints was what? 

10.  Who developed the classification system used by most English-speaking 

countries today? 

11.  What happened in 1903 at fort Leavenworth prison that led to the end of 

the Bertillon system? 

12.  The first systematic and official use of fingerprints for personal 

identification in the US was? 

13.  Who has the largest collection of fingerprints in the world? 

14.  What is the first principle of fingerprints? 

15.  According to Galton’s calculations how many possible fingerprints could 

their be? 

16.  How many fingerprints does the FBI have in it’s database? 

17.  The individuality of a fingerprint is not determined by its general shape or 

pattern but by a careful study of its what? 

18.  Most prints found at a crime scene are ________ prints? 

19.  How many ridge comparisons are necessary to identify two fingerprints as 

the same? 

20.  What is the second principle of fingerprints? 

21.  The outermost layer of skin is known as what? 

22.  What are latent prints? 

23.  In order to permanently scar a person’s fingerprints how deep must you cut 

the skin? 

24.  How did John Dillinger try to destroy his fingerprints? 

25.  What is the third principle of fingerprints? 

26.  What is a loop, whorl, and arch? 

 



1. A French police expert who introduced the first system of personal 

identification (anthropometry). 

2. A verbal description of a perpetrator’s physical characteristics and dress 

provided by an eyewitness. 

3. 11 

4. Early 20
th
 Century 

5. The Chinese 

6. Henry Fauld. 

7. Francis Galton 

8. Loops, arches, and whorls 

9. It offered the first scientific proof of the uniqueness of fingerprints. 

10. Sir Richard Henry 

11. Two prisoners both named Will West had the exact same Bertillion 

measurements. 

12. Certifying all civil service applications for the New York Civil 

Service Commission. 

13. The FBI 

14. Fingerprints are unique.  No two fingerprints have the same ridge 

characteristics. 

15. 64 billion 

16. 50 million 

17. Ridge characteristics 

18. Partial 

19. 8 to 16 

20. A fingerprint remains unchanged during an individual’s lifetime. 

21. The epidermis 

22. Invisible prints found at a crime scene 

23. 1 to 2 millimeters 

24. By applying acid to them. 

25. Fingerprints have general ridge patterns that permit them to be 

systematically classified. 

26. Loop- Ridges enter from one side of the print and curve around to exit 

from the same side. 

     Whorl – Ridge patterns are generally rounded or circular and have 

two deltas. 

     Arch – Ridge lines enter the print on one side and leave out the other 

side. 


