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Biology 10

Darwin’s Dangerous Idea:  Part II

1)  While many claim that the eye is proof of divine creation, due to it’s extreme 
complexity, Kenneth Miller (your book’s author) claims that the eye is in fact evidence of 
evolutionary works.  What is it about the eye that disproves the idea that it could not 
have formed from evolution?

2)  What had happened to Valerie Young’s eye that was so traumatic?

3)  Where do you find simple cup-like eyes today?  What animal has them?

4)  Where do you find an eye that has a constricted opening?  What animal?

5)  What is the alternative solution to having a constricted opening (which we have in 
our own eyes)?

6)  What does Darwin’s doctor claim is the reason for Darwin’s stomach problems?

7)  Why does Darwin blame himself for his daughter Annie’s illness?

8)  According to Dr. Kenneth Miller, is evolution compatible with traditional religious 
views?

9)  How does Richard Owen use the human brain as evidence that humans are superior 
to apes/monkeys?

10)  What does Darwin read from the mail that triggers his desire to publish his theory?



11)  Why does Bishop Wilburforce (The gentleman with the Abe Lincoln goatee), say 
that the  “The Origin of Species” is completely incompatible with the word of God?  

12)  What do creationists claim is at stake in the debate of evolution versus 
creationism?

13)  While in Darwin’s time, the idea that chimpanzees and humans could be related 
was unbelievable, list two types of evidence we have today that has supported this very 
idea.

14)  What sorts of things can chimpanzees learn that normally in the wild they wouldn’t 
have to?

15)  What traits unique to humans does Dr. Kenneth Miller claim natural selection 
favored?

16)  Even though Darwin himself didn’t want to be buried there, where did his body wind 
up?


